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The Evolution of Recycling

1 in 4 items placed in a recycling cart is not 

recyclable!

0.5%

% Contamination Enforced 

by China

>25%

Avg. Contamination % in 

Our MRFs

We changed our 

focus to recycle  

right over the last 

few years to 

reduce confusion.  

Educated residents 

& businesses about 

the importance of 

recycling to raise 

diversion rates: 

recycle often.

Single Stream 

recycling was 

simple & 

convenient. The 

focus was on 

increasing volume 

& participation.

What hasnôt changed:

VPeople still want to recycle & òdo the right 

thingó

VStates & local government have established 

recycling bans, goals & mandates

VòThe Right Thingó must be reframed ðnot 

all materials can be recycled

What has changed:

V China is enforcing a 0.5% contamination rate and 

complete ban of mixed paper

V Operating costs have increased

V Diversion has led the way to aspirational recycling



Following the Path of Our Commodities
Destination of our fiber recyclables 2017 vs 2018

~27% of our fiber went 
into China in 2017 vs 

5% in Q1 2018

Alternative markets to 
move material  were 
developed: India, SE 

Asia, and domestic mills 
are all being used by WM 

export group.

Q1 2018

2017



Å Reduced transport 

distance by 88%

Å Recovered ~3,000 

tons metal / year

Å Diverted 44,000 tons 

of waste from landfill 

Local mill recycles 850,000 tons of cardboard





Paper:

ÅNewspapers, Magazines, Catalogs, etc.

ÅHome Office Paper, Files, School Papers, etc.: shredded paper in brown paper bags only.

ÅJunk Mail, Advertisements and Brochures

ÅAll Envelopes: window envelopes too!

ÅCorrugated Cardboard: flattened, 2x4 feet maximum (Do not bundle or tie together)

ÅPhone Directories and Soft-cover Books

ÅPaper Boxesðcereal, cracker, soda, tissue, shoe, gift, toy, etc.: flatten box and recycle any plastic liners at grocery 

store with other plastic bags.

ÅPizza Boxes & Paper Egg Cartons: discard all contents and flatten.



Plastic:

ÅBottles: beverage, soap, squeeze bottles, and spray bottles (reattach caps, pumps, and lids)

ÅJugs: milk, laundry detergent, etc. (reattach caps)

ÅJars: peanut butter, mayonnaise, sauce, etc. (reattach lids)

ÅTubs: dairy products like sour cream, margarine, yogurt etc. (reattach lids)

ÅNO plastic bags, foam egg cartons, single-use plastics (coffee pods, straws, utensils, cups) or prescription bottles



Metal:

ÅMetal Food and Beverage Cans: lids are accepted.

ÅEMPTY Aerosol Cans: with caps. NO pesticides or spray paints.



Glass:

ÅGlass Food and Beverage Bottles, Jugs and Jars: reattach and recycle lids and caps.

ÅNo drinking glasses, window glass, pyrex, light bulbs, etc.



Items Not Accepted in Recycling Program

ÅPlastic bags*

ÅFoam*

ÅFood or liquid waste

ÅPropane tanks*

ÅCord/Hoses/Ropes

ÅPrescription bottles*

ÅElectronics*

ÅTarps or Pool Covers/Liners

ÅSharps/Syringes*

ÅClothing*



We Waste a LOT of Food!

Å In Onondaga County: 
about 36,000 tons/year 

trashed

Å 25% of the food 
we buy wasted

Å 265 lbs. /
person/year

Å Nationally, about 35 million 
tons/year; $165 billion wasted


