
The Center for Sustainability has once again programmed a robust and quite diverse series of sustainability-
related events and activities for the Spring academic semester. All these events are free and open to the 
public—most are being offered virtually via Zoom.  
 

The Sustainability Perspectives speaker series brings in experts in various fields to 
explore sustainability issues from a variety of viewpoints. These hour-long talks are held 
on Mondays, starting at 12:30PM, and are being offered this semester via Zoom.  

 

January 30  Challenging Pronatalism: The key to advancing reproductive 
     rights and a sustainable population  
Nandita Bajaj, executive director, Population Balance 
Human population has doubled in the last 50 years, growing from approximately four billion in 
1970 to eight billion currently. There is rising public awareness that overpopulation and rampant 
overconsumption are driving climate change, resource scarcity, and biodiversity collapse, yet it is 

a challenging issue to discuss. In this talk, Nandita will discuss the pervasive influence on pronatalism and 
human supremacy as drivers of population growth, as well as reproductive and ecological injustice, and the 
implications of the silencing of this discourse on the most vulnerable - nature, people, and animals. 
Zoom #: 817 1778 8834   passcode: K1tHHT+W 
 

February 13  Enough is Enough - Building a Sustainable Economy in a World of Finite Resources 
Rob Dietz, program director, Post Carbon Institute 
Nations around the world share a single unsustainable strategy when it comes to the economy: 
continuous growth. The pursuit of growth makes sense under some circumstances, but it has 
become dysfunctional, especially in high-consuming nations. With each passing day, we are wit-
nessing more and more uneconomic growth—growth that costs more than it is worth. It's time 
to make a shift to a steady-state economy that can meet people's needs without undermining the 
life-support systems of the planet. 
Zoom #: 854 7159 0582   passcode: tMT75XH? 

 

February 20  Environmental Injustice of Beauty 
Lariah Edwards, associate research scientist, Department of Environmental Health Sciences, 
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health 
The products we use every day, like shampoo, lotion, or mascara, shouldn’t expose us to 
harmful chemicals. While this is a problem for everyone, women of color experience higher 
exposures to product-related chemicals due to societal pressures to look a certain way.  Dr. 

Edwards will discuss how exposure to chemicals from beauty and personal care products is a form of envi-
ronmental racism and encourage you to always check the labels of your products while shopping.   
Zoom #: 862 1096 0461    passcode: y9BWs##y 
 

March 6   The Weather Business – TV to Private Consulting 
Wayne Mahar, president and founder, Precision Weather Service 
Mr. Mahar, Chief Meteorologist for NBC/CBS television stations in Syracuse, NY, has 43 years 
in TV weather and even more years in the private weather sector with his company. Most peo-
ple see and understand the meteorologist on television, but few realize there is a 
whole different weather world in the private sector. This runs the gamut from forecasting for 
major concerts to high profile Hollywood weddings, the NYC Transit Authority to the Super Bowl, and 
even forecasting the weather for US Presidents. There are dramatic differences you will find interesting. He 
will also discuss how severe weather incidences are being impacted by climate change.  
Zoom #: 844 6266 4616    passcode: rT9e*6kT 

 

April 10   How You Can Help Achieve a Waste-Free Future 
Jesse Kerns, program manager, Center for Sustainable Community Solutions 
You are probably familiar with some of the negative impacts of mismanaged waste, such as water 
pollution caused by single-use plastics, but in the face of such large and complex issues you may 
feel powerless to affect meaningful change. Through this talk, Mr. Kearns hopes to answer some 
of your tough questions about waste reduction, reuse, and recycling, and to provide you with 

some practical strategies for making a positive difference in your schools and communities.  
Zoom #: 882 3560 3569   passcode: ?1w^.duS 
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 In this issue: 

On February 9th, the Sus-
tainability Center, the Visit-
ing Writers series, and the 
Sustainability program will 
host very special Sustaina-
bility Speaker Aya de León 
for a virtual presentation 
titled “Climate Justice: 
Multiracial Movement-
Building for the Win”. Ms. 
de Leon, a prolific writer, 
will also provide a virtual 
Master Class earlier that 
same evening, to discuss 
her writing inspirations and 
process. Her appearance at 
Wells is made possible by 
special underwriting from 
the NYS Council on the Arts 
and the National Fenestra-
tion Rating Council (NFRC).    



Wells recently announced a new partnership with the Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) that will help 
our students more seamlessly transition from undergraduate studies at Wells into the Master of Science 
program in Sustainable Systems. Students will be accepted to RIT's Golisano Institute for Sustainability (GIS), 
where they must maintain a minimum GPA and take required courses. The agreement came together 
under the leadership of Nabil Nasr, associate provost and GIS director; GIS professor Amit Batabyal; and 
before him Eric Williams, professor of sustainability. This graduate articulation agreement also marks a 
new collaboration between Callie Babbitt, GIS sustainability professor, and her first Ph.D. advisee and GIS 
alumna Erinn Ryen ’14 Ph.D. (sustainability)—associate professor of business at Wells College—who 
continue to actively work together on sustainability research. “Students will have an opportunity to build 
upon the foundations they gain at Wells College, further developing their competencies at RIT to prepare 
themselves for careers in renewable energy, urban design, food systems, and more”, said Jen Myers, visit-
ing assistant professor and chair of the sustainability program at Wells. “Both of our programs offer a 
holistic approach to addressing local and global sustainability issues, grounded in building students’ skills to 
navigate complex environmental, economic, and social systems.” Students in the Sustainable Systems Mas-
ter’s program may develop skills in facilities like the Eco-Design Lab, the Sustainable Innovations Lab, or 
the Environmental Chemistry Lab, all housed in a state-of-the-art “green” building.  

Sustainability Graduate Program Affiliation  
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      Summer Internships 
 

We were excited to see the 
results of several sustainability
-related summer internships 
presented at the December 
Internship Fair.  

Jude Nash '23, sustainability 
minor, interned with The Dog-
House dog rescue program in 
Syracuse. Nash collected 
trash/recyclables during dog 
walking activities and organi-
zation outreach events.  
 

 

Hannah Kulla '22, sustaina-
bility major, shared images 
from her 2-1/2 week-long 
research assistantship on 
Earth Watch's Amazon River 
cruise. Hannah supported a 
British researcher conducting 
longitudinal population studies 
of different Amazonian birds 
and animals.  

 

BrierMae Ossont '23 did her 
Creative Writing internship 
helping write grants for Rescu-
ing Leftover Cuisine, a food 
reclamation program support-
ing homeless shelters and 
food banks.  
 

It is great to see our students 
out doing such great work! 

 

Sustainability Project Presentations  
 

Three Sustainability majors presented their senior thesis projects in a special session in 
December. Hannah Kulla presented "The Importance of Experiential Education on Inspir-
ing Pro-Environmental Behaviors to Support Rainforest Restoration Projects". She enlivened 
her talk with images from her own experiences in Tanzania and a Summer 2022 re-
search project in and around the Amazon rainforest. Feleesha 

Jones, double major in Sustainability and Environmental Science, presented on "The 
Sustainability of Shrimp Aquaculture" focusing in on the environmental, social and eco-
nomic impact of this important industry in Thailand. She related this Sustainability 
capstone to her earlier Environmental Science thesis project which looked at the 
vital ecosystem services provided by mangroves. The Thai coastline has been sup-
ported by mangrove forests, many of which are now being deforested and replaced with intensive shrimp 
aquaculture operations. Feleesha also explored thorny social issues with some shrimp aquaculture, includ-
ing forced migrant and child labor. Lili Talbot-Gould '23, double major in Sustainability and Environmental 

Science, presented "Seed Network: Increasing Climate Resiliency in Frontline Communi-
ties through Increased Food Sovereignty", looking at strategies to maintain access to 
seed stocks and plant biodiversity in “front-line communities”, those deemed 
most vulnerable to climate change impacts. Lili provided information on the Sval-
bard Seed Vault which stores seeds for 6,000 plant species in the event of major 
climate disasters, the Global Seed Network, an online seed exchange system, and 

Vandana Shiva's Navdanya program that supports cultivation of a biodiverse collection of Indian rice varie-
ties. Lili's interest in this subject was piqued during her 2022 Sustainability internship managing the Wells 
College Seed Exchange (see more page 3). Stephen Dietl '25 pitched his "Zero Emissions Groundworks" idea for 
BUS 303 Entrepreneurship and Small Business Management. This class offers a 
practical and theoretical introduction to the issues faced by entrepreneurs 
and small business people. Students learn the "ins and outs" of establishing 
and funding a business or social organization, including finance, marketing 
and personnel management. These budding entrepreneurs develop their 
own small business idea and pitch it to the rest of the class and other invit-
ed guests for reaction and feedback. Stephen's concept was for a "green" landscaping business using only 
battery-operated lawn care equipment, transported to job sites in a trailer featuring roof-top solar panels 
to re-charge equipment batteries during the work day. Dr. Erinn Ryen, associate professor of Business, 
and Marian Brown, Sustainability Center director, were invited by Dr. Kevin Miles, course instructor, to 
be additional "judges" - they gave Stephen's idea two enthusiastic "thumbs up".  
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Textbook Changes 
 

Rich Kloster, Bookstore Manager, continues to provide access 
to lower-cost used textbooks for students. These gently used 
textbooks sport the highly visible, yellow USED stickers. Used 
textbooks are made available through the bookstore’s partici-
pation with external textbook buyback programs offered at the 
end of each semester, when students can sell back no longer 
needed books. Rich also notes that he is selling about 25% few-
er textbooks overall as more faculty gravitate toward using free 
open-access, 
online text-
book re-
sources, fur-
ther reducing 
educational 
costs for stu-
dents, making 
college more 
affordable.   

Glen Park Bridge Renovation 
 
 

Brian Brown, manager of Capital Projects, let us know that the new 
walking surface of the renovated bridge will be fabricated from black 
locust, a wood that is naturally rot-, decay-, mildew-, and insect-
resistant — the perfect choice for outdoor projects in all climates. 
Unlike tropical hardwoods used for outdoor applications (like Ipe, ma-
hogany or teak), which can take hundreds of years to reach a harvesta-
ble size, Black Locust grows very quickly at a high-density, and is now 
considered the most sustainable natural wood product available. Other 
decking options are potentially hazardous and require significant use of 

energy, such as chemi-
cally-treated pine, heat-
treated woods, and 
synthetically-developed 
composite decking 
materials made from 
recycled plastics. We 
look forward to seeing 
the new bridge surface. 

Wells College Seed Exchange 2023 
 

Dan Adelman '25 is this year's Seed Exchange intern. This academic opportunity is unusual among internships in that it spans two semes-
ters. The internship starts in late Fall, when the intern reaches out to over 75 seed companies around the country to request donation of 
last year's unsold seed and concludes around April 1st when, after fulfilling dozens of seed orders, the Seed Exchange inventory is liqui-
dated. Dan's Fall outreach netted support from 12 seed companies - nearly 5,500 packets of flower, herb and vegetable seeds were do-
nated. Some companies request support for shipping and handling to defray the cost to send us their donation - we spent less than $150 
on shipping costs. The retail value (if this donated seed could be sold) exceeds $6,500. The donated seed packets must be organized and 
inventoried in December and January, ahead of the opening of the Seed Exchange on February 1st. Our Seed Exchange USED to be of-
fered in the Library; during Library open hours, patrons could come and peruse the storage cabinet and take whatever they wanted. The 

former Seed Exchange used to support around 150 patrons per year. Due to 
COVID, our Seed Exchange went virtual in 2020, using an online seed inventory that 
is updated constantly as donations come in and orders are filled. Fulfilled orders are 
available for pickup on campus or are mailed out. This mail order system vastly ex-
tends our reach through our region, plus we get more discrete information about 
the folks using our program. Last year, we supported 16 Future Farmer of America 
(FFA) and school garden programs, 8 youth groups, 15 community gardens, 4 com-
munity beautification efforts, 6 senior citizen gardens, and 10 food pantries along 
with dozens of gardeners and growers. We will share our 2023 stats next issue. 

HEBI Scorecard 
 

Wells College was one of 89 higher education institutions participat-
ing in the second round of the ENERGY STAR® Higher Education 
Benchmarking Initiative (HEBI). This year, HEBI received 89 responses 
from colleges and universities across North America. We received 
our 2022 HEBI Scorecard, which reflects 2021 calendar year perfor-
mance. HEBI provides colleges and universities with a sense of how 
their campus energy performance compares to peer institutions. Our 2022 HEBI Score-
card shows that due to the work 
our Facilities group has done to 
make facilities and systems more 
energy efficient in conjunction 
with the energy-conserving 
measures implemented under the 
Metrus Energy-as-a-Service con-
tract, we continue to perform 
better than institutions like ours.  
Our participation in this bench-
marking initiative is helping the 
EPA further develop this system 
to let colleges and universities 
know how they are performing in 
terms of minimizing energy use. 

Green Power Partnership 
 

The Environmental Protection Agency report 
dated January 23rd showed that of the 691 
Green Power Partners, higher education institu-
tions represented 17% of the participants. Of 
those 120 higher ed institutions, 14 of the 
partners are in NY (only PA had more 
schools participating). Of those 14 Green 
Power partnering colleges and universities in 
New York, only six institutions purchase or 
generate 100% or more of their electricity 
from renewable resources (solar, wind, bio-
mass, or hydropower): Hobart-William Smith, 
Ithaca College, Marymount Manhattan, SUNY 
Buffalo, Vassar, and Wells. We're in good 
company, doing the right thing! 

RUMPUS  
Room 

Wells 



April 17  Highlights of the Biggest Climate Law in US History: What’s in it and what it means 
                  for you and the climate  
Carla Wise, founder and executive director, Power Up for Climate Solutions 
The Inflation Reduction Act, passed in August 2022, is the biggest climate action the US 
has ever taken. It has been described as historic, transformational, and a game-changer. 
Carla will talk about what’s in the new law, how it is expected to bring down emissions, 
how you can benefit from the new law, and the biggest uncertainties about its impacts.  
Zoom #: 880 8986 5970   passcode: t7=R.QAV 

 

The Center will host two Sustainability Film screenings in the deWitt Lec-
ture Room 106 in Zabriskie Hall, at 7:00PM. Organic popcorn will be served.  
 

 

March 30   Haida Modern explores the work of artist Robert Davidson, 
one of the foremost practitioners of the 14,000-year-old indigenous Haida art 
form. The film features revealing conversations with the artist himself, along 
with commentary from art historians, politicians, musicians and family detailing 
the importance and impact of Davidson's work. Run time: 80 min.  

 

April 19  Thirst for Justice follows Janene Yazzie as she searches for the source of 
contamination in her son's school's water in Sanders, Arizona. She suspects drinking ura-
nium-contaminated water from the 1979 Church Rock dam spill caused her ovarian can-
cer. Among her explorations, Janene travels to the Standing Rock reservation and to Flint 
Michigan to meet with and learn from other Water Protectors. Run time: 58 minutes 
 

As part of our ongoing collaboration with the Sullivan Center for Business and 
Entrepreneurship, the Center for Sustainability will host at least one Sustainable 
Business series speaker this semester. (At press time, we are still finalizing others).  
 

April 25   7:00PM  7 Winning Public Relations Tactics for Green Companies  
Tony DeFazio, founder and principal, Sustainable PR 
Eco-conscious consumers are rightfully skeptical about corporate sustainability claims and 
are quick to call out “greenwashing”. Smart green companies can use that to their com-
petitive advantage. Conventional marketing wisdom told us that price, status, and conven-
ience were the biggest factors that consumers truly cared about. More consumers than 

ever — and wider demographics than ever — are prioritizing their environmental impact when they 
shop, even above traditional driving factors like convenience and price when comparing similar offer-
ings. Mr. DeFazio will share tips for authentically walking the line between effective green marketing 
and disingenuous greenwashing.   Zoom #: 839 8503 6474  passcode:  QG56f!?z 

 

The Center for Sustainability is also assisting the organizer of the Science Collo-
quium series, hosting two speakers in this educational series which brings to 
campus experts from fields in the Natural and Mathematical Sciences to share 
their research work and career experiences. These talks are held in person on 
Fridays at 12:30PM in Stratton Hall Room 209.  

 

January 27  Adventures in Africa – Drilling Water Wells while Exploring the Culture  
                    and Wildlife of Tanzania  
David Eckhardt, retired hydrogeologist with the U.S. Geological Survey, will discuss the tech-
nical adversities and the joys of working in Tanzania, East Africa. In 2013-14, Dave partici-
pated with an international team of water scientists, geologists, and drilling contractors to 
drill, install, and test water-supply wells in deep coastal-plain sediments adjacent to the 
Indian Ocean. Dave will discuss the challenges and rewards of the well drilling program, along with a 
brief review of the various career opportunities in water science and geology. He will also present an 
overview of Tanzanian culture, its people, natural resources, and wonderful wildlife. 

 

February 17  What Local Ecological Knowledge Tells Us about Ecological Change 
Ithaca College professor of Environmental Studies and Sciences Jason Hamilton’s passion 
in teaching is providing students opportunities for experiential, integrative, transforma-
tive education. He strives to be a teaching innovator and the line between his teaching 
and research is sometimes quite fuzzy. He uses Ithaca College's living classrooms for 
classes such as Environmental Sentinels, Farming the Forest, Tracking and the Art of Seeing, 

and Introduction to Herbalism. His goal is to help students build their own Local Ecological Knowledge 
system. He integrates natural history, nature awareness, academic ecology, medicinal plants, animal 
tracking, and wilderness living skills into his classes. 

Sustainability is a decision-making framework for continuous improvement that mindfully 
takes into account the social, environmental, and economic impacts of our choices.  
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We’re on the Web: 

www.wells.edu/sustainability  

                   Wells Center for  

                   Sustainability and 

                   the Environment 
 

        @Wells Sust Center  

Center for Sustainability 

   and the Environment 

Marian Brown, Director 

Wells College 

170 Main Street 

Office:  213 Zabriskie Hall 

Aurora  NY 13026   

Phone:   315-364-3304 

E-mail:   mbrown@wells.edu  or 

           sustainability@wells.edu 

Spring 2023 Sustainability Events, continued from page 1 

Environmental Science sopho-
more Daniel Adelman's research 
project, "Sustainable Waste Man-
agement in Foreign Military Bases", 
was accepted for presentation at 
the National Conference on Under-
graduate Research (NCUR), which 
will be held in April at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. Dan-
iel conducted his research in 
Spring 2022 as an Intelligence Com-
munity Center of Academic Excel-
lence funded student research 
project exploring an issue related 
to national and/or global security. 
Marian Brown, Sustainability 
Center director and principal 
investigator for Wells' IC CAE 
program, was Dan's research pro-
ject mentor and faculty sponsor 
for his NCUR application. Dan 
was one of only two Wells stu-
dents to have their research pro-
jects accepted for this prestigious 
academic conference. According 
to Professor Deb Gagnon's con-

gratulatory email to 
Dan, "Savor the 
knowledge that 
your proposal suc-
ceeded in a very 
competitive selec-
tion process!" 


