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Growth in Population and Consumption



Global CO2 Emissions by Income Group



Global CO2 Emissions by Region



The Population-Consumption Conundrum



Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

Globally, Gross Domestic Product 
GDP) per capita and population 
growth remained the strongest 
drivers of CO2 emissions from 
fossil fuel combustion in the last 
decade.”

Sixth Assessment Report, Climate 
Change 2022: Mitigation of Climate 
Change

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-3/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-3/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-3/


Sustainable Population + Consumption

2 to 4 Billion
European Standard
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The Population Taboo
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Humans and The Extinction Crisis



Drivers of Species Extinction
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The Human Footprint
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Decline in Studied Wildlife Populations
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Historical Population Policies
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Population Engineering
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Pronatalist Pressures
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Cultural Pressures

Cultural 
Pressures 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPo9nkKn5IM


Cultural Pressures



Religious Pressures
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Pro-natalism Anti-natalism

Anti-pronatalism
= 

Reproductive Autonomy
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“The Population Myth” by George Monbiot

“It’s no coincidence that most of 
those who are obsessed with 
[overpopulation] are 
post-reproductive wealthy white 
men.” 

- George Monbiot, Guardian 
columnist



Spinning “The Population Myth”

Those who silence discussions about overpopulation "are 
themselves carrying water for pronatalist and patriarchal 
forces that insist women’s primary and inarguable function 
is to bear children." - Nandita Bajaj & Kirsten Stade



Our Work at Population Balance
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Graduate Course



Thank you!
Questions?


